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How did Newfields (formerly the IMA) come to receive the property? 

Before Mrs. Miller's death, Irwin Management Company and members of the Miller family gathered a group of 
representatives from a variety of organizations, including the National Trust for Historic Preservation, Indiana 
Landmarks, Newfields, Yale University, Harvard University, Ball State University, and others, to discuss the 
possible dispositions for the Miller House and Garden as well as the Irwin House. It was their hope and intention 
to find a disposition for the Miller House and Garden that would provide for long-term stewardship and public 
access for educational purposes. Following that meeting, Newfields began discussions focusing on the Miller 
House and Garden, this culminated in the transfer of the property to Newfields in 2009. 

Why did none of the children want to keep the property? 

Many significant American residences have passed from the ownership of the builder's family after one or two 
generations, so the children's decision not to retain the property is not unusual.  

Who made the gift(s) to the museum? 

Members of the Miller family donated the house and garden, along with many of the original furnishings. 
Additionally, the members of the Miller family and the Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation gave $5 million toward 
an endowment for the care of the house and surrounding grounds. 

What was ·the ·nature of the legal difficulties in the estate settlement? 

While some visitors may have read about the estate settlement in newspapers or online, Miller House guides 
should not- out of respect for family privacy - speculate on or make reference to the actions or motivations of 
any of the individuals involved. Simply say that four of the five children agreed on the importance of finding an 
appropriate recipient for the property, and that the estate settlement was worked out with this goal in mind. 

Why was the Millers' art collection sold? 

The heirs of the estate decided upon the means of disposal for the various estate assets, including the art 
collection. 

How much were the paintings worth? How much did they bring? 

The art collection included several very valuable works. A Monet water lily picture titled "Le basin aux 
nympheas" that hung above the piano sold for $80.4 million (including buyer's premium), then a record price for 
a Monet. A Henry Moore sculpture titled "Draped Reclining Woman," which was placed at the north end of the 
allee, sold for $8.4 million (including buyer's premium), then a record for Henry Moore. The majority of the 
collection was sold at Christie's in London on June 24, 2008. The auction results are available online. The auction 
netted nearly $200 Million which funded the endowment that helps support the property. 

Where are the paintings now? 

The names of auction buyers are normally kept confidential. One painting, Pierre Bonnard's Vue du Cannet, 
which hung on the wall just south of the conversation pit, has been acquired by the Musee d' Orsay in Paris. 
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Why has the museum chosen not to replace or replicate the artworks? 

Newfields (IMA) decided to take a preservation approach to the house and its appearance rather than strive to 
return it to its appearance at some earlier time. Replicating the art collection would imply that our wish was to 
interpret an earlier time period and would diminish the authenticity and historical integrity of the interior 
furnishing scheme. Also, most of the paintings and works of art were acquired in the late 1960s and later, and so 
were not part of the original conception of the interiors. Wonderful as the paintings were, without them the 
design of the house is easier to comprehend.  

Are any of the Millers involved in Cummins Engine Company (Cummins, Inc.)?  

No, the family is no longer involved in management of the company.  Management of the company passed out 
family hands during Mr. Miller’s lifetime.  Will Miller currently serves on the Cummins board of directors.  

Where are the Miller children now?  Do any of the Miller children still live in Columbus?  

The children live in the Midwest and on the east coast.  Miller House guides will make no more specific 
reference to the location of any current family residences.  

Where were the Miller children educated?  

Esquire magazine for October 1967, featured a substantial article on J. Irwin Miller.  It noted that the “four 
oldest children [are] away at school –the girls at Yale Graduate School in American studies, Smith, and Goucher, 
respectively, the oldest boy at Exeter…”    

For prep school, the Miller girls attended the Emma Willard School in Troy, New York.    

Hugh Thomas Miller attended Yale (B.A. 1975) and MIT (S.M. 1985).  

Will Miller, the youngest of the children and not mentioned in the Esquire article, attended the Taft School in 
Watertown, CT; Yale (B. A. in English, 1978); and Stanford (M. B. A., 1981).  

Were any of the Miller children married at the property?  

Betsey (Elizabeth Ann Garr) Miller’s wedding reception was held on the property following a marriage ceremony 
at North Christian Church.  The wedding took place during the 1980s.  

How much of the furniture and furnishings is original?  

Almost all the material on view at the house belonged to the Millers.  Some has been in the house since it was 
originally furnished, while other things have been added over time.    

The Herman Miller furniture on the terrace (west and north) is new.  It takes the place of the original family 
furnishings because of the vulnerability of the outdoor location.  

In early 2013, the museum added a pair of armchairs by William Stephens for Knoll to the main living area near 
the fireplace.  They replace two Stephens chairs that belonged to the Millers that went to family members in the 
distribution of estate property.  The museum chose to add these chairs to restore a greater sense of usefulness 
and comfort to the furnishings of the main living area.  

What was the original construction cost of the house?  

The purchase price for the land was $30,000 in 1953.  The previous owners were Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Marr.  

Construction costs for the house were approximately $468,765.92, as calculated in September of 1957.  This 
does not include architect’s fees, costs of landscape installation or Kiley’s fees, nor furnishings and decorations.  
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When did the Millers move into the house? 

Correspondence in the archives suggests that the family moved in on or about April 6, 1957. 

Where did the Millers take their meals? 

The dining table was by no means reserved for "formal" dining or for entertaining guests. Family meals were 
often taken at the dining room table. At large occasions, the kitchen table accommodated overflow and served 
as the "kids' table." The Millers often had breakfast at the table in the kitchen, and sometimes took other meals 
at a small table in the den. 

Outdoor tables also provided space for dining in good weather. A small table on the terrace near the master 
bedroom could provide for breakfast or small luncheons. 

How were plants and Flowers used in the house? 

The use of plants and flowers inside the house expanded over the years. Potted plants, often blooming, were 
used on the baker's table and around the conversation pit. A plant (usually Spathiphyllum or Peace Lily) was 
often used in the fireplace during warmer months. Cut flowers were kept floating in the dining table fountain. 
The greenhouses at the Irwin house on 5th Street supplied these plants, which were usually replaced twice 
weekly. 

How many staff did the Millers have? 

An average of five: three in the gardens, a cook/housekeeper, and a driver/handyman. 

How many acres is the property? 

The property is approximately 13.5 acres. 

What are the trees on the property? 

The large, drooping trees on the east and west sides of the house are European weeping beeches (Fagus 
sylvatica pendula). The pipes coming out of the trunk of the beeches on the west side of the house are drains 
placed to take water out of the crotches of the trunks in order to prevent deterioration. 

The mature magnolias on the east and south sides of the house are saucer magnolias (Magnolia soulangeana). 

An early planting plan (Sept. 16, 1955) gave consideration to "red stem and yellow stem willows," cedar of 
Lebanon, and American beech as possible choices for the area "immediately surrounding the house." 

The trees in the allee along the west side of the house are honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos). 

In a letter to J. Irwin Miller dated November 7, 1955, Kiley explained his choice of honey locusts: 

"After considering many possibilities for the west allee (sic) we are recommending the Honey Locust as the only 
available tree that will lend itself to horizontal training. It also has a delicate branch growth that will not inhibit 
the view to the meadow. All other possibilities were either too heavy (Horse chestnut) or too stiff (Sweet Gum) 
or too messy (Plane Trees) or too low branched (Lindens)." 

The large trees in the east lawn are white oak (Quercus alba). 

The Sept. 15, 1955 planting plan suggested “tuliptree” (yellow poplar or tulip poplar; Liriodendron tulipifera) or 
“European beech” as possibilities for the feature that was ultimately realized with the white oaks.  The plan 
noted that “large size” was a necessary attribute.  

The smaller trees in the east lawn, arranged in grids at the north and south ends, are apples (Malus 
miscellaneous varieties).  Early plans indicate that the trees were to come from orchards owned by the Millers.  

The perimeter hedge and the hedge surrounding the swimming pool is arborvitae (a cultivar of Thuja 
occidentalis).    
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The low hedges along the entrance drive are yew (a cultivar of Taxus media).  

The original trees along the entrance drive were horse chestnuts (Aesculus hippocastanum).  The horse 
chestnuts never thrived here.  They were subject to a blight that caused premature defoliation, sometimes 
beginning as early as June.  In 2012, the museum removed the horse chestnuts, and replaced them in 2013 with 
yellow buckeye (Aesculus flava), a closely related tree of similar size and with similar leaf and flower forms.  The 
yellow buckeye, being native to the region, should suffer much less with leaf scorch and blight.  

Originally, blocks of arborvitae that repeated the motif of the perimeter hedge and placed perpendicular to the 
axis of the drive alternated with the horse chestnuts along the entrance.  The first stage planting plan of Sept. 
16, 1955 noted that this would offer “an interesting series of slight glances” into the areas on either side as one 
moved along the drive.  The arborvitae failed to thrive in the deepening shade of the horse chestnuts and were 
later replaced by yew.  

The trees in the north garden are flowering crabapples (a cultivar of Malus floribunda).  The crabapples, planted 
in about 1986, replaced the original group of Eastern redbuds (Cercis canadensis), sometimes called Judas tree.  

The trees along the south boundary are red maples (a cultivar of Acer rubrum).  The maples replaced an earlier 
planting of London planetrees (Platanus x acerifolia).  

How many square feet is the house?    

The house is 6,838 sq. ft. (heated space) on the main level; partial basement of 1,190 sq. ft.  

What is the ceiling height in the house?  

The ceiling in the main living area is 8’ 6” in height.  

How is the house heated and cooled?  

The house has central, forced-air heating and air conditioning, as well as radiant heat in the floor.  The boiler is 
gas fired.  The original system rejected heat (from the AC chiller) by means of municipal water. Newfields 
changed this and installed a conventional fan unit on the adjacent barn property, with significant savings in 
water usage and utility costs.  

What is the origin of the marble and slate used in the walls? 

The white marble (interior walls) is from Alabama; its texture is referred to “white-sand sawn finish.” There are 
degrees of fineness in sawn stone finish; “white sand” is one of the finer such textures that result from different 
abrasive materials used in the sawing process.  

The building specifications indicate: “Marble walls shall be Madre Cream Alabama as quarried by the Moretti-
Harrah Marble Co., Sylacuaga Alabama, clear-color, white-sand sawn finish.”  

The slate (exterior) was quarried by the Buckingham-Virginia Slate Corporation, which is still in business as the 
Buckingham Slate Company in Arvonia, Buckingham County, Virginia, near the center of the state. Many of the 
area’s settlers were of Welch descent; Wales has an ancient tradition of slate production.  

The building specifications indicate: “Slate shall be Buckingham Virginia slate having a natural cleft finish.”  

What is the origin of the marble at the base of the storage wall and the conversation pit? 

The marble in these features is Aurisina marble, from northwest Italy near Trieste. It is notable for its figure of 
fossil inclusions. 
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What is the origin of the travertine on the floors off the main living area? 

The February 1959 issue of House and Garden notes that the material of these areas is "Roman travertine from 
Italy." Originally, most of these floor areas - perhaps all- were to be of colored concrete, but testing produced no 
acceptable samples and the material was changed to travertine. 

What is travertine? 

Travertine is a type of limestone frequently used as a building and paving material. It is formed by the rapid 
deposit of calcium carbonate, often at hot springs or limestone caves, and is characterized by a noticeable 
porosity. 

What is terrazzo? 

Terrazzo is a type of floor paving that incorporates chips of marble or other materials in a cementitious or 
polymer matrix, which is ground and polished to a final finish. 

Who designed the greenhouse? 

The original design of the "greenhouse and storage building" was by Eero Saarinen's office. Design of the 
greenhouse conversion appears to have been a collaboration between Columbus architect Frank M. Adams, Jr., 
and Alexander Girard. Material in the museum archive suggests that Adams made preliminary drawings that 
Girard developed further. It's clear that Girard was the designer of the greenhouse interiors. At the time of the 
greenhouse conversion, Adams was employed by the Columbus contracting firm of Dunlap & Company. 

How was the barn used? 

The Millers purchased the house and barn on the adjacent property to the southwest in the early 1960s. The 
house became an employees' residence and the barn was used as a recreation facility for the Miller children. 
The barn incorporated an indoor basketball goal. As the Miller children left home, the barn's use shifted to 
storage. When the greenhouse was converted for use as Mr. Miller's office, lawn and garden equipment storage 
moved to the barn as well. The barn continues as storage today, with the ground floor used for lawn and garden 
equipment, tools, and supplies. The associated residence at 2800 Riverside Drive serves as the home for the 
Miller House and Garden site administrator. 

What other designers were involved in with the property? 

Landscape architect Edward A. Eichstaedt was briefly involved in the project prior to Dan Kiley joining the team. 
Miller family history notes that Eichstaedt proposed a perimeter berm to provide screening and privacy, causing 
Saarinen to dismiss him. Eichstaedt had done landscape design at the Kingswood school at Cranbrook, and was 
also involved with the Saarinens at the GM Technical Center. Eichstaedt's education included training by 
landscape architect Jens Jensen, known for his naturalistic designs inspired by prairie landscapes. 

Lighting designer Richard Kelly created lighting plans for the property, but the degree to which they were 
implemented is presently unclear. 


