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 To equip tour guides to be great ambassadors of Columbus and Columbus’ Architectural Heritage.

 To better understand how adaptive reuse and preservative has contributed to Columbus’ legacy of 
excellence.

 To discuss future program challenges and opportunities

 To promote curiosity for more exploration and learning.

 To reinforce tour guide comfort level in answering questions.

 Other? What would you like to discuss?



Excerpts from J. Irwin Miller’s remarks at Otter Creek Clubhouse and Golf Course dedication on June 21, 1964 provides 
an evergreen checklist for Columbus (p.9). 

Learning: Leadership and vision are crucial to long term success.

We would like to see Columbus become the very best community in America. We 
would like to see it become the city that:
The smartest, the ablest, the best young families anywhere would like to live
 Is open in every single respect to persons of every race, color and opinion
Makes all feel welcome and at home
Offers their children the best education available anywhere
 Includes strong outspoken churches
Promotes genuine cultural interests
Provides exciting opportunities for recreation
Well paid citizens who will not tolerate poverty for others, of slums in their midst
Citizens determined to make their community the best
A city government which works boldly ahead of its problems



 Pages 13-15 includes National Recognition of Columbus, Indiana. Columbus is referred to as a “veritable 
museum of modern architecture,” “a small-town architectural mecca” and “the Athens of the prairie.”

 “These are working structures not museum pieces.” Jill Forster

 Richard McCoy, Director, Landmark Columbus reported that “Theodore Prudon, president of the board of 
directors at Docomomo-US, an international organization dedicated to the preservation of modern 
architecture, aptly summed up what makes Columbus unique following his 2014 visit to Columbus. In 
email correspondence with me while I was completing research, he wrote, “It’s a kind of museum of 
Modernism, American-style: a conscious collection of buildings as design objects, but in use. I don’t think 
there’s another example out there in the US, or in the world, for that matter, that matches Columbus.”

 Learning: A building must have a purpose and perform their work well in order to survive. A well 
constructed, expandable, maintainable, flexible, and adaptable building is best prepared to meet this 
expectation.



 Adaptive Reuse “refers to the process of reusing an old site or building for a purpose other than which it 
was originally designed. Examples include reusing a school building for housing, a factory for office space, 
a historic mill for retail, residential and restaurant mixed use.” The Columbus Visitors Center started life in 
1984 as a private residence of John V. Storey. It was used as a Boy’s Club and for the Republic newspaper. 
In 1973, Mrs. Miller directed the renovation to establish the Visitors Center. In 1995. the building was 
renovated and expanded 13,500 S.F. In 2012, first floor interior renovation took place.

 Preservation “is the act of keeping something the same or preventing it from being damaged. Example: 
The courthouse continues to serve the public in an excellent way after 143 years.



 “It is expensive to be mediocre in this world. Quality has always been cost effective.” J. Irwin Miller, 1987.

 “We shape our buildings, and afterwards our buildings shape us.” Winston Churchill, 1943.

 “A wise man said, If you want a new idea read an old book.” Republic, Friday, April 14, 2017.

 Example – 301 Washington Street
 1881 – Joseph Irwin built it as a dry goods store

Became Irwin’s Bank – Adaptive Reuse
 1972 – Alexander Girard preserved Mr. Miller’s Office, 

added space, and totally redid the interior.
 2011 – David Force renovated space for Cummins, Inc.



 To make room for a better solution.

 Examples:

From To 

Carnegie Library I.M. Pei Library (1968)

Railroad switch yard First Christian Church (1942)

& Commerce Park

Old Central School (1920) New Central Middle School (2007)

St. Peter's Sanctuary (1904) St. Peter's Sanctuary (1988)

Buildings in Super Block Commons (1973 & 2011)

Death Valley Mill Race Park (1992)



The National Trust for Historic Preservations cites the following Six Practical Reasons to Save Old Buildings:
1. Old buildings have intrinsic value. 
2. When you tear down an old building, you never know what’s being destroyed.
3. Provide an outstanding illustration of broad these or trend in American history.
4. Be an outstanding example of an architectural style or a significant development 

in engineering.
5. Be part of a group of resources that together form a historic district.
6. Be a property that can provide nationally significant archeological information.



 Columbus has 22 properties and districts listed on the National Park Service’s National Register of Historic 
Places. 

 7 of those properties are listed as National Historic Landmarks. As a comparison, Indiana currently has 42 
and the U.S. has 2,596 National Historic Landmarks.

 The criteria to be a National Historic Landmarks include:
1. Location of a significant event in American history.
2. Property associated with a nationally significant figure.
3. Provide an outstanding illustration of broad these or trend in American history.
4. Be an outstanding example of an architectural style or a significant development 

in engineering.
5. Be part of a group of resources that together form a historic district.
6. Be a property that can provide nationally significant archeological information.



 First Christian Church, Eliel Saarinen – 2000

 Irwin Union Bank, Eero Saarinen – 2000

 Miller House and Garden – Eero Sarrinen, Dan Kiley, Alexander Girard – 2000

 Mabel McDowell School, John Carl Warnecke – 2000

 First Baptist Church, Harry Weese, Dan Kiley – 2000

 The Republic, Myron Goldsmith (SOM) – 2012

These 7 were “designated by the National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior for 
historic landmarks that “possess exceptional value and quality in illustration or interpreting the heritage of 
the United States.”



 Bartholomew Consolidated Schools
 Learning Environment for 11,532 students (PreK-12)
 21 buildings with 2,451,441 S.F.
 Cummins Foundation paid the architectural fees for 14
 Facility Assessment to identify needs and prioritize resources.

 Maple Grove School (Charles Sparrell-1896) – Garfield School
– Arvin’s Corporate Offices (Ratio Architects-1989) – BCSC Administrative Offices

 Mabel McDowell Elementary School (John Carl Warnecke-1960) – Conversion to Adult Education Center 
(Remodeling-1983) – Renovations to house Adult Education, Alternate Education Programs, Bright 
Beginnings childcare, C4 Cosmetology, and Attend. (CSO Architects-2011-2014)



Landmark Columbus “is dedicated to caring for and celebrating the world-renowned design heritage of 
Columbus, Indiana.”

Leader: Richard McCoy, Director

Launched: 2015 as a program of the Heritage Fund

Desire: Preserve design legacy of Columbus without relying on traditional historical preservation ordinances.

Programs and advocacy projects:

 Friends of First Christian Church Architecture – skylight renovation is the first projects; Grant request 
submitted for long range care.

 Columbus Conversations – Columbus Design Heritage

 Chaotic Tuesdays – Chaos I performs on 4th Tuesday of month

 Landscape architecture cleanups at North Christian Church

 Exhibit Columbus – “Foundations and Futures” symposium in 2016 and 15 temporary exhibits in August 2017



 COHA – was for sale (demolished 2020)

 The Republic – now part of CRH (sold to IU for J. Irwin Miller Masters in Architecture Program)

 North Christian Church – discussions with IU (discussion tabled after purchase of Republic)

 Post Office – often discussed

 IU Masters in Architecture – A new Model of Architectural Design Education – Talk on Architecture and 
the Environment by T. Kelly Wilson on April 5, 2017
 Columbus is a “scalable” city
 Great context for studying modern architecture
 Fabrication and manufacturing knowledge
 Coalition Model like none other 



 Tour Guides

 52 weeks of Columbus, Indiana – Ricky Berkey

 Columbus Indiana Architectural Archives – Tricia Gilson

 Landmark Columbus – Richard McCoy

 IU J. Irwin Miller Architecture Program - T. Kelly Wilson

 Local Architects – Jim Paris, Louis Joyner, Todd Williams, David Force, Tony Costello, Steve Risting, plus

 Contractors – David Doup, Patrick McKinney, plus

 Books

 Internet



How did 
we do?

 Questions?

 Thoughts?

 Improvements?
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