
Cranbrook / Saarinen Connections 

 
Leaders in the modernist movement 

Eliel Saarinen   B 1873 Grand Duchy of Finland, Russian Empire 
                  D 1950 (age 76) Michigan       Cranbrook Academy 
                Came to America in 1923 (Scandinavian Bauhaus) 
 
Mies van der Rohe  B 1886 Kingdom of Prussia, German Empire 
    D 1969 (age 83) Chicago        Illinois Institute Tech 
    Came to America 1938 (Director at Bauhaus) 
    Myron Goldsmith, studied at IIT (Republic) 
    Florence Knoll, studied at IIT (Knoll Furniture)  
    Kevin Roche, studied at IIT (Cummins, Post Office & more) 
 
Walter Gropius  B 1883 Berlin, German Empire 
    D 1969 (age 86) Boston 

Founder of Bauhaus in Germany (14 years) 
came to America 1937 – Harvard University 
Edward Larrabee Barnes, studied at Harvard (Richards School) 
Elliot Noyes, studied at Harvard (Smith School) 
John M. Johansen, studied at Harvard (Southside School) 
Don Hisaka, studied at Harvard (Bartholomew Co. Jail) 
I.M. PEI, studied at Harvard Graduate School of Design (Library) 
 

Employed by the Saarinens 
 
Robert Venturi  1951, briefly worked for Eero in Bloomfield, MI. 
 
Paul Kennon Master’s degree – Cranbrook, Eliel Saarinen Memorial Fellowship, worked 

for Eero 1957-1964. 
 
Kevin Roche 1951-1966, worked at Eero Saarinen and Associates 
 1954, became Associate Principal Designer. 
 
John Dinkeloo 1950-1966 worked at Eero Saarinen and Associates with Kevin Roche. Both 

completed North Christian Church, Saint Louis Gateway Arch, Dulles 
International Airport Terminal. 

Roche & Dinkeloo  1966 started their own Architectural firm 
 
Cesar Pelli 1954-1964 
 
Edward Charles Bassett 1951-1955  



More Connections 
 
Harry Weese 
 
Enrolled at M.I.T. in 1933, but also attended Yale for one-year in 1936. His Architectural degree was 
from M.I.T in 1938. He reportedly fraternized with I.M Pei and Eero Sarrinen while in school. After 
graduating, he toured northern Europe on a bicycle, fostering his appreciation for the modernist 
movement. Once home from his excursion, he was offered a fellowship at Cranbrook Academy 
through Eero Saarinen. At Cranbrook, he worked alongside Florence Knoll, and Charles Eames.  
 
After finishing his studies at Cranbrook, he moved back to Chicago and joined Skidmore, Owens, 
and Merrill (1940). During the WWII, he enlisted as an engineering officer in the U.S Navy. After the 
War he returned to SOM in 1945. He started he own independent design firm in 1947. He went on 
to design much of the Fox River Front, Lake Front, and historical building. He had a major impact of 
the development and design of Chicago in the 1950’s and 60’s. 
 
Skidmore, Owings, Merrill 
 
Harry Weese – worked in the Chicago office for a short time. 
 
Myron Goldsmith – Chicago. Studies under Mies van der Rohe, IIT  
He worked at van der Rohe’s architectural firm (1946 – 1953). He went to work for SOM once 
returning from a Fulbright Grant to study at the university of Rome.  
 
Charles Edward Bassett – San Francisco office. The Chicago office was not thrilled about his 
Columbus City building because it broke from many of the modern characteristics. Owings 
supported Bassett’s design. 
 
Richard Meier- Worked for SOM briefly 1959 
 
Robert A.M. Stern – Designer for Meier 1966-1969 
 
 

  



Architect Eero Saarinen 
Eero Saarinen - Architect With a Vision  
By Michael A. Capps  

 
In 1922, at the age of 12, Eero Saarinen took first place in a 
matchstick design contest. It was the first of many competitions he 
would win in his life and foreshadowed his remarkable career as an 
architect. Born in Finland in 1910, Eero Saarinen was the son of 
Eliel Saarinen, a noted and respected architect. His mother, Loja 
Saarinen, was a gifted sculptor, weaver, photographer, and 
architectural model maker. Eero grew up in a household where 
drawing and painting were taken very seriously, and a devotion to 
quality and professionalism were instilled in him at an early age. He 
was taught that each object should be designed in its "next largest 
context - a chair in a room, a room in a house, a house in an 
environment, environment in a city plan."  
 
 
In 1923 the Saarinens immigrated to the United States and settled in Michigan, north of Detroit, 
where Eliel administered the Cranbrook Institute of Architecture and Design. Between 1930 and 
1934, Eero studied at the Yale School of Architecture. After a two-year fellowship in Europe, he 
returned to Cranbrook in 1936 to become an instructor of design and his father's partner in the 
architectural firm. It was during this period that he began to build a reputation as an architect 
who refused to be restrained by any preconceived ideas.  
 
After working with his father on a number of projects, Eero Saarinen had a chance to express 
his own philosophy when he entered the 1947 architectural competition for Jefferson National 
Expansion Memorial. This was his first opportunity to establish himself as an independent 
architect, and he set out to design a monument not only to Thomas Jefferson and the nation, but 
also to the modern age. For him, "The major concern ...was to create a monument which would 
have lasting significance and would be a landmark of our time... Neither an obelisk nor a 
rectangular box nor a dome seemed right on this site or for this purpose. But here, at the edge 
of the Mississippi River, a great arch did seem right."  
 
He carefully studied the site and its surroundings to ensure that the design encompassed the 
whole environment. His opinion was that, "...all parts of an architectural composition must be 
parts of the same form-world." The Arch was to rise majestically from a small forest set on the 
edge of the great river. Saarinen considered it to be perfect in its form and its symbolism.  
 
The Arch was Saarinen's first great triumph, but there would be many more. Projects such as 
the General Motors Technical Center near Detroit, the TWA Terminal in New York City, and the 
Dulles International Airport near Washington, D.C. brought him acclaim and established him as 
one of the most successful and creative architects of his time.  
 
As his designs show, Eero Saarinen was a man of vision. He died of a brain tumor in 1961 at 
the age of 51 and is buried in Michigan. Though his life was tragically cut short, his vision lives 
on through the structures that he created. The Gateway Arch marked the beginning of his career 
just as the "Gateway to the West" marked the beginning of a new life for countless pioneers. In 
both cases the desire was to move boldly toward the future. The Arch is ultimately a monument 
to all those with a vision; Thomas Jefferson, the American pioneers, and Eero Saarinen. 



 
 
 
Saarinen's Timeline 
 
1910 Born August 20, Kirkkonummi, Finland, to Eliel and Loja Gesellius Saarinen 
 
1922 Eliel wins $20,000 second prize in the international competition for the Chicago Tribune 
Tower. 
 
1923 The Saarinens move to the United States. Eero becomes a naturalized citizen. 
 
1925 The Saarinens settle in Cranbrook, Michigan. 
 
1929-1930 Eero studies sculpture at Grande Chaumiere, Paris. 
 
1930-1934 Eero studies architecture at Yale University. 
 
1934-1936 Travels in Europe. 
 
1936 Joins father's firm and Cranbrook faculty in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 
 
1939 Marries Lily Swann (divorced 1953) children: Eric (1942), Susan (1945), Wins Smithsonian 
competition. 
 
1940 With Charles Eames wins two first prizes for furniture design, Museum of Modern Art. 
 
1942-1945 Duty with the Office of Strategic Services (O.S.S.). 
 
1948 Wins Jefferson National Expansion Memorial Competition 
 
1950 Death of Eero's father, Eliel. 
 
1953 Marries Aline B. Louchheim. Child: Eames (1954) 
 
1960 Elected Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
 
1961 Dies September 1, at Ann Arbor, Michigan, after brain surgery. 
 
1962 Posthumously awarded Gold Medal, American Institute of Architects. 
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