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CHARLES SPARRELL AND MORE 
 
Worked in Columbus 1880’s-late 1890’s 
Attended an institute of technology in Mass. (not MIT) 
1882 worked for Samuel Hege Lumber as shop foreman (no mention of being architect) 
Hege is pronounced he’gay 
Set up office with Miss Georgia Wills as assistant draftsman  
1890 City Directory listed as architect and superintendent with schools, churches and 
opera house 
Late 1890’s left Columbus, died Newport, KY 1934 
 
 
BUILDING CREDITS: 
Historic City Hall (1895 former city hall) 
McKinley Apartments (former McKinley School) 
School Administration Building (former Arvin Hdqts, Garfield School/Maple Grove School) 
FW Fehring - Sparrell Block, Cummins office 
Ruddick/Nugent House, Bed and Breakfast (prior to remodeling) 
Methodist Church 
Odd Fellows /businesses, condominiums upstairs 
former Post Office 1897 (Viewpoint) 
Overstreet House (Joe Willy’s)  
FT Crump Home 
 
Larry Hoffman project manager for Visitors Center, Franklin St buildings, consultant for 
Maple/Grove, Garfield School /Arvin remodeling, did research on Charles Sparrell - 20 
homes and public buildings credited to Sparrell 
Some of designs created by Sparrell found in catalog and pattern books 
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PRALL HOUSE  /  1891 
Charles F. Sparrell 
 
HISTORY 
Joseph I. And Harriet G. Irwin sold the land in 1891 to Dr. Prall, a dentist, with the 
stipulation in the abstract that Dr. Prall build the Queen Anne style home previously 
designed for the lot by Charles Sparrell.  In later years the home was converted to two 
apartments, the original porch was removed, a brick porch and aluminum siding, added the 
grill work atop the roof was removed.  Mrs. Clementine Tangeman, great granddaughter of 
Harriet G and Joseph I Irwin purchased the home in the early 1980’s and from old 
photographs determined how it looked originally. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES 
A. Dean Taylor architect for the renovation to two apartments.  Brick porch, aluminum 
siding removed, porch added modeled after the original, radius porch with rod and ball 
decoration, tower with conical roof, replaced roof cresting fabricated by man in Northern 
Indiana who made cresting for courthouse.  A fragment of original roof cresting was found 
in the attic.  Other features include fish scale shingles, and a terra cotta panel in the 
chimney. 
 
ARCHITECTURE   Queen Anne 
 

Architectural Features 
Roof cresting (1986 renovation) 
Tower with conical roof (replaced dome 1986) 
Gingerbread vergeboard in gable (1986 renovation) 
Fish scale and diamond shingles 
Circular bay 
Tall thin chimney with terra cotta panels 
Stained glass over front door and front window 
Wrap around porch (1986 renovation) 
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HISTORIC COLUMBUS CITY HALL  /  1895 
Charles F. Sparrell 
(formerly City Hall, Bed and Breakfast, now law offices apartments upstairs) 
 
HISTORY 
In 1893 there was a severe economic depression, which led to a decline in farm prices and 
local unemployment.  A public meeting was held to discuss the problem.  In the next 
election the electorate voted to build a farmer’s market.  There was a need for both a 
market space and space for city government.  The building was built on the site of a mill 
originally owned by Mr. Storey, which had burned in 1886.  
 
1895  City Hall had a market in the basement, and a ballroom, banquet hall, exhibit hall, 
basketball court upstairs . 1908 the American Poultry Breeders and Fanciers Association 
held a weeklong show on second floor.  There were stacked pens of 1,000 chickens, ducks, 
geese, and  
turkeys in rows for viewing.  
1981  Cummins purchased building 
1986   Columbus Inn 
1990   Tea Room in lower level 
2008   Inn closes/Cummins purchases 1.3M 
2010  Historic City Hall law office and apartments  
           purchased by Bill Russell and Terry Coriden 
           $475,000 
 
ARCHITECTURE  Victorian Romanesque 
 

Architectural Features 
Monumental building 
Square tower with pyramidal roof 
Pinnacles 
Semi-circular arched limestone entrances 
Corbeling 
Brick pattern in gable 
Decorative brick banding 
Circular arched windows 
Arched limestone entrance 
Stone foundation 
Inlaid limestone plaque over door with Beck mayor and names of city council 
Other:  Brick made locally, Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
 
Other Sparrell buildings with similar Victorian Romanesque characteristics: massive 
proportions, large round limestone arch entrance, McKinley Apartments, School 
Administration Building 
Former Maple Grove and Garfield Schools and Arvin Headquarters 
 
Most downtown buildings street level storefronts modernized in late1940’s-1950’s 
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IRWIN OFFICE BUILDING  /  1885 
Charles F. Sparrell 
520 Washington Street 
 
Part of complex of 4 buildings including the Irwin Conference Center 
Formerly the FW Fehring Building 
1940’s Street level altered 
1989   Kevin Roche did preliminary design for renovation and restoration using old 
photographs as a guide for Irwin Financial Bus. 
2011   Cummins purchased building  
 
Architecture Features   
Bracketed cornice of 16 gauge copper  
Elaborate window hoods galvanized steel 
Quoins of tin to look like stone, 
Pilasters made of wood (1989 replicated original) 
Rosettes decorative ornamentation, blue rosettes are restorations of Girard’s original color 
(301 Washington St) 
Southern Indiana Millwork used poplar to rebuild 23 windows between fluted columns  
Southern Indiana Millwork earned 1989 award of excellence from the Architectural 
Woodwork Institute for woodwork and furniture created for the restoration 
Sparrell signature brickwork pattern on front with  
CT Sparrell 1885  
plaque in limestone 
FW Fehring limestone plaque on front of building 
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542-548 Washington Street  /  1897 
Charles F. Sparrell 
 
Former Post Office 1897-1910 
Viewpoint Bookstore  
 
HISTORY 
Built as U.S. Post Office 1897-1910, then retail 
Viewpoint Bookstore (ground level) 
Condominiums (upstairs) 
 
ARCHITECTURE  Victorian Romanesque 
 
Architectural Features 
Cast concrete to look like stone 
Segmented parapet  
Brick corbeling, 
Limestone in banding,  
Oriel windows with stained glass like Prall House 
Oriel tower on corner 
Belt coursing, brick arched windows,  
Arched entrance on 6th Street    
Street level remodeled in 1940’s Decorative etched panels of Vitrolite a pigmented glass 
with mirrored finish used as trim at entrance. Vitrolite also used at Crump. 
 
 
 
ODDFELLOWS BUILDING  /  1893 
Charles F. Sparrell 
601-605 Washington Street 
 
HISTORY   
Built early 1890’s as a lodge for the fraternal organization the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows. 1940’s first floor altered.  Renovated and remodeled in 2002 for first floor 
businesses and condominiums. 
 
ARCHITECTURE  Queen Anne 
 
Architectural Features 
Tower(replaced) covered with fish scale shingles,  
Brick corbeling on tower (typical of Sparrell), 
Fish scale shingles in gable and arches over windows  
Fancy brickwork in gables  
Pressed metal window hoods, 
Chunks and bands of limestone (corner), chunks of limestone at 90-degree points 
  



 6 

Other Sparrell buildings 
 
FJ Crump Home 1016 Washington St 
Overstreet House  (currently Joe Willy’s Restaurant) 
Methodist Church    
 
First United Methodist Church  /  1886     
Charles Sparrell 
Victorian Romanesque 
Architectural Features: 3 story tower with tall steeple, (steeple added 1950) stone 
foundation, segmental arched windows, entrance changed from tower to 8th St., stone 
banding 
 
 
Other Downtown Buildings of Historic Significance 
 
Irwin Block  /  c1890     
422 Franklin St                                                               
 
Queen Anne Architecture 
Architectural Features:  4 oriel towers with slate shingle roof and stained-glass window 
panels, belt coursing. 
 
Irwin Block (from National register of Historic Places Nomination form for DT Historic 
district)”possible best example of Queen Anne Commercial in Indiana”    
 
 
422 Washington St  /  1887 
Tri State Artisans 
 
1940’s  Façade altered 
 
1981  Dean Taylor architect for restoration of the façade of the building owned by Lou and 
Ray Marr  
pressed metal bracketed cornice, pressed metal window hoods, oriel windows (type of bay 
window projects from wall but does not touch ground) window replaced designed by Dean 
Taylor original was removed 
 
Some original George Mesker iron columns, other columns recast by Cunningham Patterns 
in aluminum marked Cunningham Patterns Engineering 1981 
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ULRICH BLOCK BUILDING 
4th and Franklin Street 
 
HISTORY 
Late 1840’s Federal style building faced Franklin St overlooking RR yard. Simple brick 
design, gable roof parallel to street. Expanded in 1850’s to west.  
 
1856 Property purchased by Frederick Ulrich, German baker who baked bread for the 

Union Army The doors for bakery ovens were found in the 1984 restoration. 
 
1891 Extensive remodeling of Fourth St portion of building in the Italianate style, included 

reconstruction of roof, decorative cast iron columns, pilasters, sheet metal window 
hoods, ornate bracketed cornices, half-circular lunette inscribed “AD 1891”. 

 
1984 Restoration of all storefronts (only one storefront altered), 

replacements for missing pilasters, columns, and medallions from redevelopment 
area or fabricated by Cunningham Patterns, exterior. 
Doors are copies of the originals, iron stairway on Franklin St returned to original 
position  
 

A. Dean Taylor architect for the 1984 restoration writes that the purpose of the restoration 
was to return the street facades to their turn-of-the -century appearance tempered with 
consideration for long term practical use. 
 
Cynthia Lynch, former director of Preserve to Enjoy, wrote that few storefronts survive in 
Columbus with the degree of integrity of the Ulrich Block.  Together the structures 
represent the finest examples of the Federal and Italianate Styles extant in non-
residential buildings. 
 
 
RESOURCES: 
National Registry of Historic Places Nomination Form for Columbus Historic District 1979 
City Directory, Columbus Indiana, 1890-91 Pg. 146 
Lynch, Cynthia, "The Ulrich Block and White Star Building" 
Bartholomew County Historical Society 
Peterson, Julie, "Restoration of the City's Oldest Building", 
The Republic, June 1983 
Taylor, A. Dean, "The Schwartskopf Building" July 25, 1984 
 “Identifying American Architecture” by J.-G. Blumenson 
 “Prall House” brochure, September 14, 1986 Open House 
The Republic, October 24, 1985 pg C2 “Renovation takes house back to 19th century” 
History of Bartholomew County Vol. II 
The Republic, July 5, 1989, pg A3 A6, “Face lift for 104-year-old building” 
Republic Archives 
Wentworth Studio.com historic styles 
 
Dody Harvey  March 9, 2019 


