
 

Columbus, Indiana Visitors Center – AIA Continuing Education Credits   

Iconic Architecture Columbus Tour – ( 1.5 hours ) 

Tour overview: 

This guided walking tour of downtown Columbus offers a thoughtful review of many of the 

most lasting and significant architecturally important buildings and landscapes  in Columbus, 

Indiana.  Throughout this tour, the attendees will encounter a variety of architectural styles 

including; historic, Victorian, modernism and contemporary. These buildings and landscapes 

were designed by some of the most enduring and well known architects and design 

professionals. In addition, this tour includes two stops to tour the interiors of significant 

buildings. The tour is led by highly trained and skilled tour guides who narrate the tour with 

carefully prepared scripts.  

Attendees of this tour will: 

1.  Discover how a small midwestern city became a modern architecture "mecca," including 

buildings and landscapes designed by critically acclaimed architects such as Eero Saarinen, 

Harry Weese, Kevin Roche, I.M. Pei and Dan Kiley 

2.  Learn the history of how and why the Cummins Foundation Architecture Program was 

created and what its role has been within the Columbus and Bartholomew County 

communities. 

3. Learn how the first architecturally significant building was important and set the tone for the 

Cummins Foundation Architecture Program. It is agreed among mid-century design historians 

that the Columbus movement began with the completion in 1942 of the iconic First Christian 

Church designed Eliel Saarinen. In addition, this design was one of the first non-traditional 

churches designed in the United States.  

4. Understand and Identify the vast range of architecturally significant buildings and landscapes 

which were designed and constructed between the 1870s to 2011 ( Bartholomew County 

Courthouse by Isaac Hodgson to the New Commons by Koetter Kim & Associates ). 

5. Learn how public art contributes to the design and provides a successful collaboration 

between landscape design, architecture, interior design and engineering. Public art completes 

the synthesis of all disciplines in creating significant and iconic projects. In addition, public art is 

included in both the interior and exterior of these landscapes and buildings.  

 

 



 

 

 


