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  “I think the next 
best thing to 
solving a problem 
is finding some 
humor in it.” 
 
 
 
 
Frank C. Clark 
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Extra credit for attending class this evening … 



Columbus Visitors Center / 2015 Tour Guide Training 



Columbus Visitors Center / 2015 Tour Guide Training 

Anthony J. “Tony” Costello, FAIA
Irving Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Architecture

Ball State University, Muncie, IN
Saturday, 16 February 2013

• Explor i ng thei r  t imeless and seamless qual i t i es wi th  r espect  
to thei r  ur ban,  l andscape, ar ch i tectur e and i n ter i or  design.

Columbus I ndiana Area Visitors Center
2012-2013 Tour  Guide Training Session

TH E SEVEN I CONI C BUI LD I NGS I N COLUM BUS, I ND I ANA 
Uni quel y di st i ngui shed so as to be desi gnated as

Na tiona l H istor ic L a ndma rks
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• Buildings briefly mentioned tonight / discussed 
•  in depth in the 2nd lecture 

• First Christian Church – 1942 * 
• Irwin Union Bank – 1954 * 

• Miller House & Gardens – 1957 * 
• Mabel McDowell Elem. School – 1960 * 

• North Christian Church – 1964  * 
• First Baptist Church – 1965 * 

• The Republic – 1971 # 
• * Listed in 2000; # Listed in 2010 
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A word from the architects themselves 



Every  community has a personality … both 
physically and socially/culturally/economically. 



IMPORTANT TO 
REMEMBER!  

Columbus, Indiana … 
a living & growing 

community!!! 



Every community is unique… therefore 
community-based design is unique.  



A  few vestiges … like “the 
Charrette” … of the Ecole de 

Beaux Arts’ (1816) system 
survive to this day. 

IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER! Columbus will continue 
to gain in importance as a major resource for teaching 

& scholarly research and public discourse.  

  



IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER! Columbus will continue 
to gain in importance as a major resource for teaching 

& scholarly research and public discourse.  
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Every community is unique… therefore many 
buildings in Columbus are informed by 

community-based design … especially in 
responding to site  and context.  



Every  community has a personality … both 
physical and socially/culturally/economically 



Every community is unique… therefore many 
buildings in Columbus are informed by 

community-based design … especially in 
responding to site  and context.  



  

Gateways to our cities … say a great 
 deal about a community! 



A great deal! 



  
RBAN DESIGN: the larger-scaled context in which individual buildings, landscapes and public art exist and the role  
they each play in creating the “cityscape” and … in turn … the  “quality of life” that Columbus is noted for.  



This has been prevelent from the first major  
civic building … the Bartholomew County  

Courthouse  (1874)  to one of the most recent … 
 the “New” Commons (2011). 



Columbus City Hall – Southern terminus for 
Washington Street corridor and “Civic” in scale. 



Jackson Street Garage – Maintaining the  
historic “street wall” … in scale, rythm  and material 



Columbus City Hall – Southern terminus for Washington  
Street corridor and “civic” in scale. Design of Veteran’s 

 Memorial keys off of 45 degree axis created by walkway. 



URBAN DESIGN: the larger-scaled context in which individual 
buildings, landscapes and public art exist and the role they each play in 

creating the “cityscape” and … in turn … the  “quality of life”  
that Columbus is noted for.  



 
 
 
 



Columbus, Indiana 
 

A national treasure … 
especially in its large 

collection of 
buildings, landscape 
developments and 

civic sculptures  from 
the MID-CENTURY 

MODERN  ERA  
( 1950’S, 1960’S,  

& 1970’). 



Columbus, Indiana 
 

A national treasure … 
especially in its 

collection of 
buildings, landscape 
developments and 

civic sculptures 
designed by the 
“WHO’S WHO of  
DESIGN” of the  
MID-CENTURY 
MODERN  ERA. 

 



The reason why we are here tonight …. 



OBJECTIVE No.1: 

To develop a basic 
understanding of & 
insight into the  ”Roots 
& Branches” of this 
movement that have 
manifested themselves 
in Columbus through 
the dozens of  architects  
( including NINE AIA 
Gold Medal Winners) 
and firms (18 AIA Firms 
of the Year) who have 
designed notable 
buildings here.  

 

 

 



  OBJECTIVE  No.2:  
To offer a brief  introduction to the Modernist 
(International Style) Movement  in architecture, 

citing its origins in Europe and in Post-WWII 
United States.  . 

 
  



How do we define “modernism?” 



The term Moderism has been adopted by the art community in 
recent years to describe a diverse range of architecture, 
decorative, applied and graphic arts created between 1880-
1940 … from the emergence of the British Arts and Crafts 
Movement to the outbreak of WWII. * 

• Found on page 10; Modernism / modernist design 1880-1940, text by Alastair 
Duncan, Antique Collectors’ Club, Norwest Corporation, Minneapolis, MN, 1998. 



The period is “elastic,” some preferring 
to include The Aesthetic Movement 
(1860-1880) as well. Others have 
extended the dates to include the decade 
of the 1950s.# 
 
The First Christian Church / originally 
Tabernacle Christian Church (1942) in 
Columbus, designed by Eliel Saarinen, 
FAIA,  is considered to be one of first 
modernist / contemporary churches in 
the U.S.A.   Thus, by any standard, it is 
a seminal work of architecture and one 
of the truly significant, iconic symbols 
of the “Athens of the Prairie” 
 

#   Found on page 10; Modernism / modernist design 1880-1940, text by Alastair 
Duncan, Antique Collectors’ Club, Norwest Corporation, Minneapolis, MN, 1998. 



Modern?  Moderne? Modernist?  
Modernism? Contemporary? 
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OBJECTIVE No.3:  
To offer an introduction to 

the nationally significant 
collection of buildings, 

landscape 
developments and civic 

sculpture from the 
period (1942-1979), 
known as Mid- 20th 

Century Modern that 
exist in Columbus … 

  

• Beginning with 
the First Christian 
Church by Eliel 
Saarinen (1942)  
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OBJECTIVE No.3 :  
To offer an introduction to 

the nationally significant 
collection of buildings, 

landscape 
developments and civic 

sculpture from the 
period (1942-1979), 

known as Mid Century 
Modern that exist in 
Columbus, Indiana 

  

Ending with the AT&T 
Switching Station by 
Paul Kennon of CRS 
(1979)  
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 OBJECTIVE No. 4  

To offer an insight, 
through the use of the 
”Roots & Branches” 

poster,  into the 
incredible number of 

relationships that exist 
between different 

generations of 
designers of buildings 

in Columbus 

 

 



Origin in 2007 of The “Roots & Branches” Poster of  
Modernist Architecture in Columbus, Indiana 



The “Roots & Branches” of Modernist 
 Architecture in Columbus, Indiana 
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 OBJECTIVE No. 5  

To offer an insight, through the use  
of the ”Roots & Branches” poster,  

into the incredible number 
 of relationships between … 

 European-born “giants” of the 
“Modernist Movement (1880 – 1940) 

 Heads / teachers at major schools of 
architecture adopting Modernism 
after WWII 

 “Teaching offices” … similar to  
the European “atelier” with a 
Master Builder & Students / Interns 

 



The influences on the Modernist Movement were many and truly 
multi-national throughout Europe.  From the allied arts like 
furniture design to innovations in structural materials …  



The TREES depict THE INFLUENTIAL SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE 
that grew after WWII when the BAUHAUS MOVEMENT & PHILOSOPHY 
replaced that of the BEAUS ARTS, the 2000 year old tradition of 
architectural education founded at the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris, 
France.  Mies @ IIT / Chicago & Gropius @ Harvard were among the 
most famous of these educators who also ran successful practices. 



UNIQUE IN THE UNITED STATES: THE FRUIT OF THE 
TREE’S ENTIRE SYSTEM CAN BE EXPEREIENCED 

HERE IN COLUMBUS ALONG FIFTH STREET 



• Columbus, Indiana, is the ONLY city in the world to have buildings 
designed by both Saarinens: The First Christian Church (1942) right , 
above, by Eliel Saarinen; the North Christian Church  (1964) left above, by 
Eero Saarinen .  Both were recipients of the AIA Gold Medal. 



Columbus Visitors Center / 2011Tour Guide Training 

 OBJECTIVE No. 6  

To offer an insight, through the use of the 
”Roots & Branches” poster, into the 

incredible number of 
 AIA Gold Medal Winners (9) 
 AIA National Honor Awards (5) 
 AIA National Firms-of-the- 

          Year (18) 
Pritzker Prize Laureats (4) 
among the architects, firms and 
their buildings in Columbus 

 



• NINE (9)  AIA Gold 
Medal Winners 



Three generations of AIA Gold Medal recipients 



 
 

Five (5) buildings in Columbus have won AIA National 
Design Honor Awards for Architecture  … the highest 

design award bestowed on a building. 



The AIA National Design Award for Architecture 
recognizes buildings of exemplary design quality 
and they are considered  … by that year’s jury  … 

to be “the best of the best!” 

 



Eighteen firms have received the  
AIA Firm of the Year Award 



The influences on the Modernist Movement were many and truly 
multi-national throughout Europe.  From the allied arts like 
furniture design to innovations in structural materials …  



The “Roots & Branches” of Modernist 
 Architecture in Columbus, Indiana 

Poster design: Tony Costello, FAIA, 2007   



The ROOTS … the architects represented by them …  were planted well over a 
century and one quarter  ago in Western Europe.   One could actually  consider 
the earlier generation of  these modernist architects (1880’s –WWI)  to be the 
RICH AND FERTILE SOIL which nourished  the ROOTS in their growth.   This 
nourishment  took the form of theoretical and philosophical foundation upon 
which the later (WWI -  1950’s) MODRENIST MOVEMENT was  based. 



The TREES depict THE INFLUENTIAL SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE 
that grew after WWII when the BAUHAUS MOVEMENT & PHILOSOPHY 
replaced that of the BEAUS ARTS, the 2000 year old tradition of 
architectural education founded at the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris, 
France.  Mies @ IIT / Chicago & Gropius @ Harvard were among the 
most famous of these educators who also ran successful practices. 



The TREES depict THE INFLUENTIAL SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE 
that grew after WWII when the BAUHAUS MOVEMENT & PHILOSOPHY 
replaced that of the BEAUS ARTS, the 2000 year old tradition of 
architectural education founded at the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris, 
France.  Mies @ IIT / Chicago & Gropius @ Harvard 
were among the most famous of these educators who also ran 
successful practices. 



Eliel Saarinen became 
President of CRANBROOK  

ACADEMY of ART , 
Deerfield, MI, between 1932 
and 1938 and then Head of 

the Graduate Program in 
Architecture & Planning until 
his death in 1950.  He also 

designed the original 
campus plan and buildings, 
including the museum of Art 

(above, right) 
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End of first segment 
 
The ARCHITECTURE OF 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA … 
 and its national  
    significance in the   
    Modernist Movement   
     in America.    

Questions?  Then a  
pause in the action …. 

 



The larger branches ...those with the most direct 
relationship to tops of the trunks schools are where one 
finds what today could be termed a TEACHING OFFICE.  
This is an office where the principals and senior partners 
become MENTORS to younger members of the firm, many 
of who leave to start their own practices. 



The larger branches ...those with the most direct relationship to tops of 
the trunks schools are where one finds what today could be termed a 
TEACHING OFFICE.  This is an office where the principals and senior 
partners become MENTORS to younger members of the firm, many of 
who leave to start their own practices. 



J. Robert F.Swanson, Eliel Saarinen, and 
Eero Saarinen with model of Smithsonian 
galler if Art Project, 1939.  (Firm dissolved in 
1947) 

Eero Saarinen, Ralph Rapson, & Fred Jmaes 
shortly after winning the William & Mary 
Competition, February 1939 



 





• Columbus, Indiana, is the ONLY city in the world to have buildings 
designed by both Saarinens: The First Christian Church (1942) right , 
above, by Eliel Saarinen; the North Christian Church  (1964) left above, by 
Eero Saarinen .  Both were recipients of the AIA Gold Medal. 



• The influences of both the 
Saarinens, first at the 
Cranbrook Academy and then 
at Eero Saarinen’s Office has 
had a profound impact on 
American architecture of the 
last half of the 20th Century, 
and on architecture in 
Columbus. 
 

• Most prominent would be the 
works of Kevin Roche & John 
Dinkeloo, the two principals 
of the successor firm. 

 
       Ford Foundation Building, New York City  / winner of 
 the AIA’s Twenty-Five Year Award 

 



 
 While a young designer  at Eero Saarinen and Associates , Kevin 

Roche, FAIA, and a recipient of the AIA’s Gold Medal,  was very 
prominent in the design development  of the J. Irwin Miller Residence 
(1953-57). 
 
 
 
 

 





 Kevin Roche & John Dinkeloo, go on to design many 
prominent buildings in Columbus for Cummins 
Engine Company, the most prominent of which is the 
Cummins International Headquarters Building ((1983) 

 



The larger branches ...those with the most direct 
relationship to tops of the trunks schools are where one 
finds what today could be termed a TEACHING OFFICE.  
This is an office where the principals and senior partners 
become MENTORS to younger members of the firm, many 
of who leave to start their own practices. 







OBJECTIVE No.1: 

To develop a basic 
understanding of & 
insight into the  ”Roots 
& Branches” of this 
movement that have 
manifested themselves 
in Columbus through 
the dozens of  architects  
( including NINE AIA 
Gold Medal Winners) 
and firms (18 AIA Firms 
of the Year) who have 
designed notable 
buildings here.  

 

 

 



 
OBJECTIVE No.1:  

  
 
 
  To develop a basic understanding of & 

insight into the  ”Roots & Branches” 
of this movement that have 
manifested themselves in 
Columbus through the 
dozens of  architects  9  
AIA Gold Medal Winners) 
and firms (18 AIA Firms 
of the Year) who have 
designed notable 
buildings here early 
in their career.  

 

 



 
 
What was the significance of their building in Columbus 
and where does it fit in the chronology & scope of the 
work of their career … before and after. 



• Many of the architects 
who designed buildings in 
Columbus did so EARLY 
IN  … NAD HELPED TO 
SUGNIFICANTLY 
LAUNCH … THEIR 
CAREERS. 
 

They went on to careers that 
truly became world famous  

 
• I. M. Pei, FAIA, awarded 

the AIA’s Gold Medal in , 
recently received the Gold 
Medal of the Royal 
Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA). 



     Pei’s partnering 
w/British sculptor, 
Henry Moore, 
continued  with the 
installation at the 
main entrance to the 
East Wing of the 
national Gallery in 
Washington, DC 



• The Philadelphia /  
University of 
Pennsylvania /  Louis 
Kahn, FAIA,-inspired 
“school of design” is 
well represented in 
Columbus by Aldo 
Guirgola, FAIA, and a 
recipient of the AIA 
Gold Medal and Robert 
Venturi, FAIA.  

 



• The Philadelphia /  
University of 
Pennsylvania /  
Louis Kahn, FAIA,-
inspired “school of 
design” is well 
represented in 
Columbus by Aldo 
Guirgola, FAIA, and 
a recipient of the 
AIA Gold Medal and 
Robert Venturi, 
FAIA.  

 





The Philadelphia /  
University of 

Pennsylvania /  Louis 
Kahn, FAIA,-inspired 
“school of design” is 
well represented in 
Columbus by Aldo 

Guirgola, FAIA, and a 
recipient of the AIA Gold 

Medal and Robert 
Venturi, FAIA (right). 

 





Robert Venturi, FAIA 

• Venturi, his wife, Denise Scott Brown, FAIA, and (the late) 
Steve Isenour, FAIA, go on to international fame in the 
decades following their Fire Station No. 4 in Columbus. 

 

http://www.bluffton.edu/%7Esullivanm/england/london/venturi/whole.jpg














http://goaustralia.about.com/library/weekly/blpicact4.htm


The Philadelphia /  
University of Pennsylvania 

/  Louis Kahn, FAIA,-
inspired “school of 

design” is well 
represented in Columbus 
by Aldo Guirgola, FAIA, 

and a recipient of the AIA 
Gold Medal and Robert 

Venturi, FAIA (right). 
 



Robert Venturi, FAIA 

• Venturi, his wife, Denise Scott Brown, FAIA, and (the late) 
Steve Isenour, FAIA, go on to international fame in the 
decades following their Fire Station No. 4 in Columbus. 
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Significance? 
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End of first session;  
questions, please. 

 



Columbus Visitors Center / 2015Tour Guide Training 
 

Three session focusing on: 
 The ARCHITECTURE OF 

COLUMBUS, INDIANA, and its 
national significance in the  
Modernist Movement … 
specifically during the period of 
the last-half of the 20th century in 
America .  

  
OBJECTIVE No.2  
 To give the Columbus Visitor 

Center tour guides greater 
insight into two of the five 
buildings that have that have 
won AIA National Architecture 
Design Awards … often 
considered “the Pantheon of AIA 
Awards”… and their architects. 

 

 



 
 
What was the significance of their building in Columbus 
and where does it fit in the chronology & scope of the 
work of their career … before and after. 











This building … along w/ the Mt. Healthy 
School … are very significant in that they: 
 
1. Built on the familiarity  that the users would 
have w/ that of an “industrial environment” in 
materials  and utilitarian economy. 
 
2. Used “common materials in uncommon 
ways.” 
 
3. Broke with a feeling of institutional sterility 
that most medical buildings of the time 
inherently used. 
 
4. Explore the  “rotated grid” to organize the 
plan. 
 
5. Expose all of the systems .. .In fact, 
“celebrate them with color.” 
 
6. Related to the context w/ reflective  glass 
and lowered the scale using hill-side of levee. 
 



1. Columbus (IN) Occupational Heath Center by HHPA;  (1971). 
 
 
 



 Columbus (IN) Occupational Heath Center by HHPA;  (1971). 
 
. 
 

• Original color scheme by HHPA (1969) 



IMPORTANT TO 
REMEMBER!  

Columbus, Indiana … 
a living & growing 

community!!! 



1. Columbus (IN) Occupational Heath Center by HHPA;  (1971). 
 
. 
 

• New color scheme when Cummins “goes red” (2006) 
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• New color scheme when Cummins “goes red” (2006) 



 Columbus (IN) Occupational Heath Center by HHPA;  (1971). 
 
. 
 

• New color scheme when Cummins “goes red” (2006) 



1. Columbus (IN) Occupational Heath Center by HHPA;  (1971). 
 
 



Columbus (IN) Northside Middle School. Addition (2001)  
by Leers Weinzaphel. 

CMU’s used as the prime building material w/ steel as 
the secondary one; very systemic approach with very 

careful detailing 
 

 
 
 



Significance? 



Columbus (IN) Northside Middle School. Addition (2001) 
 by Leers Weinzaphel. 

 
 
 
 



2. Columbus (IN) Northside Middle School. Addition (2001) 
 by Leers Weinzaphel. 
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 THANK YOU! That’s it until 03 March201 

The ARCHITECTURE OF COLUMBUS,  
INDIANA …and its national  
    significance in the  Modernist Movement   
     in America.    

 
Tony Costello, FAIA 
 Irving Distinguished  Professor  of 

Architecture, .Ball State University, 
Muncie, IN 

 Director, Columbus Indiana Architectural 
Archives 

 Principal, C+A COSTELLO + ASSOCIATES 
 

 17 February 2015 
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