
PUBLIC ART 2019
Columbus, Indiana 

Revised: 6/17/2019
Ricky Berkey
rickyberkey@gmail.com

1



Large Arch
Artist: Henry Moore

• Location: Library Plaza

• Materials: Hollow Bronze (Sandcast)

• Size: 20’ tall, 12’ wide, 5.5 tons

• Installed: 1971

• Status: Permanent

I.M. Pei suggested a sculpture for the library plaza that would act as a focal 

point and as a “conductor” leading the varying forms of Modernist and 

Victorian architecture surrounding it. He wanted a sculpture that the public 

could interact with and touch. Pei suggested that a Henry Moore sculpture be 

commissioned. 40-50 separate pieces of sandcast bronze were welded into 

one assembly in a West Germany foundry. Came with a pre-weathered green 

patina that has changed very little over the years. The sculpture was shipped 

from Germany to New Orleans by ship, by barge on the Mississippi and Ohio 

Rivers to Louisville and by a flat bed truck to Columbus. There are other 

versions of this statue including one at the late artists estate in England. A gift 

to the library from Mr. & Mrs. J. Irwin Miller.
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Irwin Gardens

Artist: various

Installed: 1910

Inn at Irwin Gardens
Artist: Henry Phillips and others.

• Location: 608 5th Street

• Materials: Various

• Size: 

• Installed: 1910 and after

• Status: Permanent

A treasury of sculpture and architectural elements. The formal gardens were based 
on the ruins of a garden in Pompeii, Italy. The home was originally built in 1864 but 
the house was extensively remodeled and the gardens added in 1910.
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Sermon on the  Mount
Artist: Loja and Eliel Saarinen

• Location: First Christian Church

• Materials: Handwoven tapestry

• Size: Was once considered the largest handwoven tapestry in the United 

States

• Installed:1942

• Status: Permanent

Designed by Loja and Eliel Saarinen. Woven on hand looms by Loja and a 

group of weavers at the Cranbrook Academy.
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Modern Totem
Artist: Martin Beach

• Location: Visitors Center/Library Plaza

• Materials: Mesabi black granite from Minnesota, concrete and limestone

• Size: 8000 lbs

• Installed: 2014

• Status: Permanent

Sculpture in an obelisk form consisting of 2 stacked black granite stones 

creating a modern, minimalist interpretation of a totem: an ancient symbol of 

community, gathering and family.
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Yellow Neon Chandelier
Artist: Dale Chihuly

• Location: Visitors Center

• Materials: 900 pieces of hand-blown glass in 4 shades of yellow, 50’ of neon

tubing in the inner structure

• Size: 9’ tall, 6’ at its widest point, 1200 lbs

• Installed: 1995

• Status: Permanent

Dale Chihuly’s glass work has transformed the scope and reputation of glass 

as an artistic medium. Dale Chihuly no longer blows glass himself as he 

ironically lost his eyesight in a 1976 auto accident when a shard of window 

glass put out his eye. Chihuly acts a conductor to his well integrated, large 

team of talented glass artisans at his studio in the Seattle, Washington area. 

The neon lighting has been continuously lit since its assembly. The sculpture 

has only been cleaned twice by firms recommended by the Chihuly studios. 

The Chihuly work in Columbus is part of the Indiana Glass Trail. This Chihuly 

creation was a gift from Mr. & Mrs. J. Irwin Miller. The bay window was 

specially built to showcase the work. 
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Persians

Artist: Dale Chihuly

Installed: 1995

Persians
Artist: Dale Chihuly

• Location: Visitors Center

• Materials: Hand-blown glass

• Size:

• Installed: 1995

• Status: Permanent

A companion piece to “Yellow Neon Chandelier”. Hand-blown glass pieces 

meant to resemble shifting sands. Persians are part of a series of Chihuly 

glass work alluding to the romance and mystery of ancient worlds and their 

survival in the present. 
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Dancing C’s
Artist: Paul Rand

• Location: Visitors Center and elsewhere

• Materials: Graphic design used in signage, brochures, books and many 

promotional items sold by the gift shop.

• Installed: 1974

• Status: Had been retired as an official city logo but still popped up here and 

there and was partially incorporated into the current city ”brand”. Happily it is 

once again being used in modified versions in various promotional materials 

as well as on city transit buses. 

Paul Rand was a renowned graphic artist who designed logos for IBM, 

Cummins, Westinghouse, UPS and the Tipton Lakes development here in 

Columbus. 
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Columbus Bicycle Racks
Artist: based on a Paul Rand design

• Location: All over Columbus!

• Materials: Powder coated steel

• Size:

• Installed: 2010

• Status: Permanent

Very functional bicycle rack but sculptural and iconic to Columbus, placing a 

signature identifier of Columbus in all parts of town. Loosely based on the Paul 

Rand “Dancing C’s” design. Came out of an idea and collaboration with others 

by Laura Garrett and are being sold by the City of Columbus to local business, 

organizations and individuals in the official city colors: red, blue, yellow and 

green. Part of the proceeds go to support the People Trails network.
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KTA50 Engine Sculpture
Artist: Tallix Foundry

• Location: Outside the Cummins Corporate HQ Building (COB) main 

entrance at 5th and Jackson

• Materials: Bronze

• Size: 5.25’  x 10’ wide x 8.25’ tall 

• Installed: 1984

• Status: Permanent

This is a sculptural representation of Cummins biggest engine at the time that 

the HQ building was built. It is a realistic sculpture of an actual 16-cylinder 

Cummins diesel engine. Each element of the engine was individually cast in 

bronze and assembled with bolts or welds and pre-weathered to a dark color. 
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Exploded Engine
Artist: Rudolph de Harak

• Location: Inside the Cummins Corporate HQ Building (COB) museum area 

at 5th and Jackson

• Materials: Actual Cummins engine parts

• Size: 22’ high from floor to ceiling

• Installed: 1984

• Status: Permanent

This is the focal point of the Cummins museum and the main lobby of the 

Cummins corporate HQ building. Nearly every piece of a Cummins engine is 

deconstructed and then dramatically suspended in midair. Designer Rudolph 

de Harak worked closely with Cummins engineers to execute his conception 
and actually put the work together. It took nearly 10 months to assemble. 
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EOS
Artist: Dessa Kirk

• Location: 5th Street median between Brown and Lindsey

• Materials: Steel and fiberglass

• Size

• Installed: 2006

• Status: Permanent

“Eos” represents the Greek personification of the dawn. Sculptor Dessa Kirk 

was the curator of the first Columbus Sculptural Invitational in 2006. It is one of 

several similar sculptures she has made from a casting of her own body and 

face. She works out of the Chicago area. Originally a part of the 2006 

Sculptural Invitational, it was purchased for Columbus in a fundraising drive led 

by Ryan and Blair Lauer.
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Mill Race Marker

Artist: Dean Tayor

Installed: 1966

Mill Race Marker
Artist: Dean Taylor

• Location: Mill Race Park

• Materials: Salvaged bricks from downtown redevelopment

• Size:

• Installed: 1966

• Status: Permanent

A memorial to the many industries that used to be in the Mill Race Park area 

including the Mooney Tannery. The memorial marks the location of the “Mill 

Race”, a man-made stream used to supply water power to adjacent business. 

Bricks used came from the demolition of downtown buildings during the large 

scale redevelopment phase in the 60’s. 
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Mill Race Tower

Artist: Stanley Saitowitz

Installed: 1992

Mill Race Tower
Artist: Stanley Saitowitz

• Location: Mill Race Park

• Materials: 

• Size: 84 ft

• Installed: 1992

• Status: Permanent

An observation tower meant to give a commanding view of the downtown as 

well as the riverfront area. Originally included an elevator and a clever “water 

clock” feature both of which are no longer functional.  
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Skopos
Artist: Ric Bauer 

• Location: Mill Race Park along the People Trail

• Materials: Steel

• Size: 15’ tall, 5000 lbs

• Installed: 1979

• Status: Permanent

Skopos is loosely translated from a  Greek word as “The Watcher”. The 

sculpture was welded together from 8 separate pieces cut and fabricated from 

scrap steel donated by the Kroot scrapyard. It floated away during the 2008 

flooding but was recovered and returned to the spot. Ric Bauer also did the 

sculpture in front of the Donner Center. Ric Bauer was a 1971 graduate of 

Columbus North High School after moving to Columbus from Connersville in 

his Senior year. He was later chosen to be the artist-in-residence for a Parks 

Department summer arts program which included funding for a sculpture. 

Bauer now lives in Florida. He came back in 2008 to help clean and set his 

sculpture back in place.
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Front Door Project: Bridges
Artist: Jean Muller International

• Location: at the I65/SR46 intersection and at the SR46 entrance to the city 

from the west. 

• Materials: Steel

• Size:

• Installed: 1999

• Status: Permanent

Bridges as car-carrying sculpture. These two very sculptural red steel bridges 

anchor the opposite ends of Front Door project. It was intended to provide a 

safer, more efficient entry into Columbus from the interstate area as well as 

extend the character of the distinctive Columbus architecture to that area. The 

Gateway Arch bridge on the right above carrying Interstate 65 traffic over State 

Road 46 is a twin-ribbed arched overpass created by J. Muller International. 

The Second Street bridge (Robert Stewart Bridge) on the left is at the west 

entrance to the downtown on State Road 46. It is a cable-stayed, quadripod

design with its supports buried deep into the riverbed. Originally lit with white 

spotlights, it is now illuminated with an LED system capable of changing colors 

for different occasions. 
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Front Door Project Bridges

Artist: Jean Muller

Installed: 1999



Ancestral Way (Guardian Way)
Artist: Robert Pulley

• Location: on the right side of 3rd Street as you are heading west toward the 

bridge

• Materials: Ceramics

• Size:

• Installed: 2006

• Status: Permanent

11 organic forms made of fired ceramic stoneware appear to be marching in 

procession on the hillside guarding this busy street leaving Columbus. These 

sculptures combine references to human figures as well as organic and 

geologic forms. Some have compared them to the Easter Island statues. Bob 

Pulley lives in Columbus. He is an artist and sculptor as well as a retired arts 

educator in the Bartholomew County School system.  Originally a part of the 

2006 Sculptural Invitational but was later purchased by the city. 
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Crack the Whip
Artist: Jo Saylors

• Location: Law Enforcement/Firefighters Plaza

• Materials: Bronze

• Size: 4’ tall

• Installed: 1998

• Status: Permanent

Lifelike bronze sculpture of 4 children playing the old game called “crack the 

whip”. It often gets anonymously decorated in winter with hats and scarves but 

never any shoes on their bare feet! Jo Saylors lives in Oklahoma and is well 

known for her realistic portrayal of children. This sculpture was originally at the 

former Arvin HQ building but moved downtown after Arvin left the city. This 

was a gift from Mr. and Mrs. James K. Baker and dedicated to the many 

employees of Arvin over the years.
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Crack the Whip

Artist: Jo Saylors

Installed: 1998



Daquiqi
Artist: Peter Lundberg

• Location: Robert Garton Plaza

• Materials: Stainless steel and concrete

• Size: 9 tons

• Installed: 2006

• Status: Temporary (Part of the 2006 Columbus Sculpture Biennial Program).

It takes its name from a Rumi (13th century Persian poet) poem and evokes 

the whirling dervishes of the Sufi religious sect. The stainless steel has been 

ground with circular patterns by the artist. Peter Lundberg resides and works in 

both Vermont and Germany. This is the only remaining work of the 2006 

Sculptural Invitational that has remained as a “temporary” exhibit. Under the 

terms of the contract the sculptor is responsible for removing his work at the 

end of the exhibition time and he has yet to execute that option.
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Daquiqi

Artist: Peter Lundberg

Installed: 2006



Bartholomew County Memorial for Veterans
Artist: Maryann Thompson & Charles Rose

• Location: Courthouse lawn

• Materials: Limestone

• Size: 40’ tall

• Installed: 1997

• Status: Permanent

25 limestone pillars representing soldiers standing at parade rest. Engraved on 

the inner columns are the names of those who gave their lives in wars of the 

20th and 21st centuries along with selected letters written home to loved ones. 

Inside the monument is a sacred space offering a intimate and meditative 

experience. The exterior of the columns are rough hewn limestone symbolic of 

protection while the inner surfaces are smooth. The sculpture was chosen in a 

design competition.
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Bartholomew County 
Memorial for Veterans

Artist: Maryann Thompson & Charles Rose

Installed: 1997



Bicentennial Fountain
Artist: Tom Stephens (fountain) and C.R. Schiefer (fish)

▪ Location: Courthouse lawn

▪ Materials: Bronze, limestone, cement

▪ Size:

▪ Installed: 1976
▪ Status: Permanent.

This was a USA Bicentennial project of the Mudlark Garden Club dedicated on 

July 3rd, 1976. Tom Stephens designed the bronze and cement fountain and 

C.R. Schiefer from Martinsville, Indiana designed the stylized limestone fish 

sculpture. Flowers and plantings nearby were planted and have been 

maintained by the Mudlark’s.

21



Generations

Artist: Betty Boyle

Installed: 2002 

Generations
Artist: Betty Boyle

• Location: Inside Post Office

• Materials:

• Size: 5 panels totaling 25’

• Installed: 2002

• Status: Permanent

In the tradition of the old W.P.A. Post Office murals, local artist Betty Boyle 

was commissioned to create a work honoring the tradition of architecture in 

Columbus over many generations. “Generations” is a 25 foot mural in 5 panels 

showing the progression of local architecture from the 1901 Post Office to the 

present. Betty Boyle was chosen in a community competition with designs 

submitted by 9 other artists. Grants from the Cummins Foundation, the Custer 

Foundation, the  Heritage Fund of Bartholomew County and other private and 

company donations provided the funding.
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Streetscape

Artist: Paul Kennon and Michael Van 
Valkenburgh

Installed: 1990

Streetscape
Artist: Paul Kennon and Michael Van Valkenburgh

• Location: Downtown area

• Materials:

• Size: 

• Installed: 1990

• Status: Permanent

“Streetscape" was an ambitious plan to beautify downtown Columbus and 

change the character of our urban landscape. It followed earlier design plans 

by Alexander Girard and others over the years. Streetscape was meant to 

create an inviting space to unify the downtown and to welcome visitors and 

residents alike. Parking meters were removed, flowering trees were planted 

and new lighting fixtures with banners were installed. Concrete sidewalks were 

replaced with personalized bricks. Planters were installed for seasonal 

plantings of flowers. The intention was to make a very pleasant, pedestrian 

friendly experience. Each intersection along Washington Street from 2nd to 7th 

was replaced with bricks in different geometric patterns at every block. 
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Downtown Alleys
Artist: various

▪ Location: various

▪ Materials:

▪ Size:

▪ Installed: 
▪ Status: Permanent.

A number of our downtown alleys have been designed and landscaped in 

conjunction with the “Streetscape” plan providing pleasant access to parking 

areas. They are surprising pockets of green throughout the downtown area 
connecting Washington Street to the parking lots on adjacent streets.
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Downtown Alleys



Friendship Alley and Neon Sculpture
Artist: Cork Marcheschi, William Johnson and Storrow & Kinsella

▪ Location: the alley beside Dell Brothers between Washington Street and the 

parking garage

▪ Materials:

▪ Size:

▪ Installed: 1998
▪ Status: Permanent.

Residents from our sister city in Miyoshi, Japan helped to raise funds for the 

enhancements in the alley and the sculpture. 900 bricks show names and 

messages from our friends in Miyoshi. Marcheschi lives in California. 

Landscape architect William A. Johnson was responsible for the overall design 

of the alley project along with Storrow & Kinsella. Marceschi played with the 

simple geometry in the tall, narrow alley trying to bring a sense of life to the 
utilitarian space with the colorful shapes and moving neon patterns.
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Flamenco
Artist: Ruth Aizuss Migdal

▪ Location: 4th and Washington

▪ Materials: Steel

▪ Size: 12’ tall, 6’ deep, 9’ wide, 2000 lbs

▪ Installed: 2014

▪ Status: Temporary. A part of the 2014 Sculptural Biennial but was purchased 
for the city in a fundraising drive. 

Abstraction of a female Flamenco dancer. Migdal works out of the Chicago 
area.
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2 Arcs de 212.5°
Artist: Bernar Venet

▪ Location: Outside the Commons

▪ Materials: 

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1998
▪ Status: Permanent 

Often referred to as the “Red C’s”, the piece reflects the artist's love of 

mathematics and his habit of investigating material, form, balance, and spatial 

perception. Similar arc sculptures by Venet in varying sizes and forms are 

found around the world. Venet was born in France. Originally purchased by the 

Millers in 1987, it once sat adjacent to their swimming pool until it was donated 

to the city for the 25th anniversary of the original Commons building in 1998. It 

was temporarily relocated during the Commons destruction/reconstruction but 
now is proudly installed once again near the main entrance.
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Luckey Climber

Designer: Tom Luckey

Installed: 2011

Luckey Climber
Designer: Tom Luckey

▪ Location: Inside the Commons

▪ Materials: Steel, plywood, coated stainless-steel cable

▪ Size: 35 feet tall

▪ Installed: 2011

▪ Status: Permanent 

The Luckey Climber is a part of the Commons indoor playground and a 

focal point for the building itself. Designed by the late Tom Luckey with 

installation supervised by his son Spencer. Similar installations can be found 

around the world but being part of a free public playground is a rare thing as 

they are usually in childrens museums and other facilities with admission 

charges. They are custom designed for each unique facility. Our structure 

consists of 5 steel columns, 50 curved plywood climbing panels and 6 miles 

of coated stainless-steel aircraft cable. The design and color palette is 

based on the “Dancing C’s” design by Paul Rand. Located in the tall 

windows of the playground’s glass box, the young climbers are highly visible 
to pedestrians and drivers passing by, 
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Chaos I
Artist: Jean Tinguely

▪ Location: Inside the Commons

▪ Materials: Scrap metal, motors, various mechanical assemblages

▪ Size: 30’ tall, weighs 7 tons

▪ Installed: 1974
▪ Status: Permanent 

Kinetic art piece fabricated mostly from locally sourced scrap materials, 12 

motors providing 13 separate moving functions, industrial equipment and 

wooden pulley wheels. Cesar Pelli (architect of the original Commons) saw it 

as a modern version of a town square clock and a focal point of the large open 

space in the original building. Tinguely, now deceased, was born in 

Switzerland and lived most of his life in Paris. He spent nearly a year off and 

on in Columbus creating and assembling Chaos. Working Tinguely creations 

are few and far between and this is one of only two large scale works in the 

United States. Chaos was a gift to the community from Mr. & Mrs. J. Irwin 
Miller and his sister Clementine Tangeman.
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Chaos I

Artist: Jean Tinguely

Installed: 1974



C
Artist: Robert Indiana

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: Oil painting

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1981
▪ Status: Permanent 

Robert Indiana (Robert Clark) once lived in the Columbus area. He is most 

famous for his “LOVE” graphic design which has been used in sculpture and 

many other forms. The design is indicative of the imagery of his distinctive pop 

art work. This “C” wall hanging was commissioned as one of a number of 

pieces by Indiana artists to furnish the new City Hall with artwork. All of the 

original City Hall artwork was purchased with funds from a gala charity 

fundraiser. The city thought that they could use this as a city seal on 

correspondence and other city documents but found out that the artist wanted 
a per usage fee on top of the original purchase price.
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C

Artist: Robert Indiana

Installed: 1981



History-Mystery
Artist: William T. Wiley

▪ Location: Inside City Hall, 2nd floor in the City Council chambers

▪ Materials: Paint on canvas

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1984
▪ Status: Permanent 

This mural on the tympanum of the City Council chambers depicts the history 
of Columbus. William T. Wiley was born in Bedford, Indiana.
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History-Mystery

Artist: William T. Wiley

Installed: 1984

Photo by Richard McCoy



Christopher Columbus
Artist: 

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: Marble

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1992
▪ Status: Permanent 

A tribute to Christopher Columbus whom the city was named after. Donated to 

the city after a fundraising drive by students of the Bartholomew County 
Consolidated School Corporation (BCSC).
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Christopher Columbus

Artist: 

Installed: 1992



Jack the Bum
Artist: Catherine Burris

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: acrylic

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1992
▪ Status: Permanent 

A tribute to a legendary hobo nicknamed Jack the Bum who was an unofficial 

lifeguard to a swimming hole near Mill Race Park.
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Jack the Bum

Artist: Catherine Burris 

Installed: 1999



Carl Miske: The Head River Rat
Artist: Lydia Burris

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: acrylic and oil

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2003
▪ Status: Permanent 

Carl Miske was the organizer of a group of local businessmen and other 

supporters who raised funds and led cleanup efforts in the downtown riverfront 

area which led to the first version of Mill Race Park in the mid 1960’s. Lydia 
Burris is the daughter of the late Cathe Burris.
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Carl Miske: The Head River Rat

Artist: Catherine Burris 

Installed: 1999



Charlie Kitzinger: Friend to the Orphans 
Artist: Timothy Greatbatch

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: acrylic

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2002
▪ Status: Permanent 

Another legendary Columbus character. On Sunday afternoons Charlie 

Kitzinger would give rides in his big car to orphaned children from the Thomas 

Comfort orphanage and give them a bag of candy as well as a shiny new 
dime. Timothy Greatbatch is a Nashville, Indiana artist.
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Charlie Kitzinger: Friend of the Orphans

Artist: Timothy Greatbatch

Installed: 2002



Tommy Warner aka Santa Claus 
Artist: David Williams

▪ Location: Inside City Hall

▪ Materials: oil

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2000
▪ Status: Permanent 

Tommy Warner portrayed Santa Claus in the community for many years. Local 

artist David Williams portrayed Tommy holding a small chickadee because of a 

story he had been told that Santa used just such a bird to report on children's 
behavior. In the bird beak is one tiny seed…a grain of truth.
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Tommy Warner aka Santa Claus

Artist: David Williams

Installed: 2000



Bird Boy
Artist: Myra Reynolds Richards

▪ Location: inside Central Middle school, 2nd floor near the “Grey Box” theatre 

space. 

▪ Materials: Bronze, limestone

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1924

▪ Status: Permanent

This bronze sculpture represents Pan as a young boy standing on a lily pad and 
playing pan pipes with a Jay bird perched on his left shoulder.  The figure is set on a 
pedestal in the center of a limestone bird bath. It was designed by artist Myra 
Reynolds Richards, dedicated in 1924 and commissioned by the Nature Study Club as 
a memorial to a beloved music teacher named  Mary L. Leach at the original 
Columbus High School. It originally sat outside the High School but was later removed 
due to fears of vandalism and placed in storage. In 2007 it was moved to the second 
floor of the new Central Middle School. The pedestal appears to be shorter than it 
was in the original installation.
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Bird Boy

Artist: Myra Reynolds Richards

Installed: 1924Historic Photo



Puddles and Frog Pond
Artist: Jo Saylors

▪ Location: BCSC HQ at 1200 Central Ave. 

▪ Materials: Bronze

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1996

▪ Status: The female statue (Puddles) was stolen and never recovered. The 

male statue (Frog Pond) stood alone for a time and was taken in for 

safekeeping.

This was commissioned for the former corporate HQ building of Arvin. The two 

bronze statues of children at play were meant to commemorate the buildings 

past legacy as a school. “Puddles” is the girl about to step into the water and  

“Frog Pond” is the boy engaged is a session of “frog gigging. The boy statue 

had been previously vandalized and no longer held his frog gigging stick. 

Saylors is an artist from Oklahoma known for her realistic portrayals of 

children. Unfortunately, the female sculpture was stolen and presumably sold 

for scrap value. A community fundraising effort took place to make a new 

companion for “Frog Pond” and restore the spirit of the setting. 
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Puddles and Frog Pond 

Artist: Jo Saylors

Installed: 1996



Lilly and Frog Pond 

Artist: Jo Saylors & Linda Peterson
Installed: 1996 & 1997

Puddles and Lilly
Artist: Jo Saylors and Linda Peterson

▪ Location: BCSC HQ at 1200 Central Ave. 

▪ Materials: Bronze

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1996 and 2017

▪ Status: Permanent

This was originally commissioned for the former corporate HQ building of 

Arvin. The two bronze statues of children at play were meant to commemorate 

the buildings past legacy as a school. “Puddles” was the girl about to step into 

the water and  “Frog Pond” is the boy engaged is a session of “frog gigging. 

The boy statue had been previously vandalized and no longer held his frog 

gigging stick. Saylors is an artist from Oklahoma known for her realistic 

portrayals of children. Unfortunately, the female sculpture was stolen and 

presumably sold for scrap value. A fundraising drive led to a replacement 

recreating the missing female. Linda Peterson, a Columbus area sculptor was 

commissioned to make a different but complementary statue to recreate the 

setting. “Frog Pond” was also given back his long missing frog-gigging stick!
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When I was Your Age
Artist: J. Seward Johnson

▪ Location: BCSC HQ at 1200 Central Ave. 

▪ Materials: Bronze, actual vintage automobile, real clothing on the human 

figures

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1990

▪ Status: Permanent

This was originally commissioned by Arvin to commemorate their history. The 

sculpture shows a man pumping up a tire while his child sits inside. A tire 

pump was the first product manufactured by Arvin in the early days of 

automobiles. It is cast in bronze using a real automobile. The clothing was real 

and preserved using a patina/lacquer process that Johnson developed. This 

was originally in the small traffic circle near the former Arvin corporate HQ 

building. It was later restored and was in a publicly accessible area in front of 

the Faurecia building in Walesboro. It has since been returned to a spot very 
near its original setting but no longer in the original traffic circle.
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When I Was Your Age

Artist: J. Seward Johnson

Installed: 1990



Celebration
Artist: Gary Price

▪ Location: Inside Foundation for Youth

▪ Materials: Bronze

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1998
▪ Status: Permanent

A whimsical sculpture showing children in flight around the Earth. Gary Price is 
an artist from Utah.
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Celebration

Artist: Gary Price

Installed: 1998



Memorial to Jolie Crider
Artist: Linda Peterson

▪ Location: Along the People Trail to the left of the entry bridge into Columbus 

Regional Hospital

▪ Materials: Limestone and Georgia marble

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2010
▪ Status: Permanent

The sculpture was commissioned by the mother of Jolie Crider, a teenage girl 

who passed away in 1998 at the age of 14. The statue of Jolie is made from 

limestone and holds a pink marble heart. It is part of what will hopefully be a 

growing trend to locate sculptures along the People Trails throughout the city. 
Linda Peterson is a Columbus artist and sculptor.
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Memorial to Jolie Crider 

Artist: Linda Peterson

Installed: 2010



Halcyon
Artist: Todd Frahm

▪ Location: Columbus Regional Hospital

▪ Materials: Limestone

▪ Size:

▪ Installed: 2011
▪ Status: Permanent

Sculpture meant to commemorate the hospital resurrecting itself and rising 

from the waters of the 2008 flood. A Halcyon is a mythical bird with the power 
to calm treacherous waters. 
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Park Murals
Artist: Executed and designed by local troubled youth in conjunction with local 

artists

▪ Location: Various city parks

▪ Materials: Painted murals

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed:
▪ Status: ?

This is one of at least 7 murals located in Columbus City Parks that were designed 
and painted by local troubled youth from the Youth Services Center in collaboration 
and guidance with local artists.
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Park Murals

Artist: Local Youth 

Installed: 



The Skater
Artist: Columbus North student project led by teachers Dale Patterson and 

Malcolm Stalcup

▪ Location: Outside the Hamilton Center

▪ Materials: Cor-Ten steel

▪ Size: 18’ tall

▪ Installed: 2000
▪ Status: Permanent

This was a Columbus North High School project led by Art teacher Dale 

Patterson and Welding instructor Malcolm Stalcup. The idea began in the early 

90’s when Patterson and Stalcup began a collaboration and obtained funding 

grants of $1500 from both the school corporation and the Columbus Area Arts 

Council. Welding students learned concepts of art and design while art 

students learned how hard it is to actually turn an abstract idea on paper into a 

physical reality. Approximately 45 students worked on the project over a 

number of years and then a place to install it had to be found. Arts director 

Karen Shrode worked with Ed Curtin from the Parks Department to secure the 
site at the Hamilton Community Center.
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The Skater

Artist: Columbus North HS Student Project

Installed: 2000



CANstruction
Artist: Various Community Teams

▪ Location: Fair Oaks Mall

▪ Materials: Canned goods

▪ Size: Various

▪ Installed: 

▪ Status: An annual exhibition

CANstruction is an annual team-based design and construction project utilizing 

canned food. Structures are voted on by the public who contribute more 

canned foods as votes. All the canned food and other donations are then 
donated to local food banks.
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CANstruction

Artist: Various Community Teams

Installed: Annual exhibition 



Transformations
Artist: Howard Meehan

▪ Location: IUPUC

▪ Materials: Stainless steel, concrete, dichroic glass

▪ Size: 30’ tall

▪ Installed: 2010

▪ Status: Permanent

This sculpture was commissioned to become a signature piece for the IUPUC campus. 
It consists of a polished stainless steel ring and 3 pillars of lighted dichroic glass which 
produces interesting reflection patterns in the changing sunlight. The ring which 
oscillates with the wind was designed in close collaboration with a structural 
engineer. The surrounding concrete wall with seating features a quote by Benjamin 
Disraeli.
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Transformations

Artist: Howard Meehan

Installed: 2010 



Discovery
Artist: Kusser Granitwerke

▪ Location: IUPUC

▪ Materials: Granite

▪ Size: 12,000 lbs, the ball is 3’ in diameter weighing over 2 tons by itself

▪ Installed: 2007
▪ Status: Permanent

Discovery is a Kugel (a German word for ball) that combines sculpture with a 

water feature. The sculpture is a granite ball floating above a pile of granite 

books suspended by a mere12 psi of water pressure. The sculpture sits 

between the Columbus learning center and the IUPUC main building and is 

meant to be an interactive art encounter as the students rush between 

buildings. The ball has an outline of the earth etched on the surface and 

students can stop and change the over 2 ton revolving planet with a gentle 

push of their hand. Each of the books in the base as well as the ball are made 

from a different type of granite. Made possible by a generous donation from 
Mike and Phyllis Ryan.

48

Discovery

Artist: Kusser Granitwerke

Installed: 2007



Sun Garden Panels in Suspended Circle
Artist: Dale Chihuly

▪ Location: Columbus Learning Center – Johnson Family Atrium

▪ Materials: 32 translucent white plexiglass panels, each 36” x 36”, acrylic 

paint

▪ Size: 2500 lbs, 19’ diameter circle

▪ Installed: 2007
▪ Status: Permanent

32 panels of translucent white plexiglass, each painted and signed by Dale 

Chihuly. They are contained inside a round tubular steel structure just below 

the skylight structure in the cylindrical atrium building at the Learning Center. 

Lighting fixtures along the side walls gives an entirely different perspective 

during non-daylight hours. Each panel represents one of the distinctive Chihuly 

glass forms. The forms included in the Sun Garden Panels are “Baskets”, 

“Reeds”, ”Ikebana” and “Floats”. This work is part of the Indiana Glass Trail. It 

was donated by the Richard Johnson family. The late Dick Johnson was a 
major contributor to the arts in Columbus as well as Brown County.
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Sun Garden Panels in Suspended 
Circle

Artist: Dale Chihuly

Installed: 2007 



Self-Made Man
Artist: Bobbi Carlyle

▪ Location: Columbus Learning Center

▪ Materials: Bronze

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2010

▪ Status: Permanent

This is a bronze sculpture by Colorado artist Bobbi Carlyle showing a man 

chiseling himself out of stone. Bobbi Carlyle does similar sculptures like this in 

different variations and sizes. She describes the statue as a man "carving his 

character, carving his future.” Bobbi Carlyle is a female sculptor from Colorado 

who graduated from Brigham Young University. Donated to the Learning 
Center in honor of John T. Hackett.
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Self Made Man

Artist: Bobbi Carlyle

Installed: 2010



Bravo Cohort
Artist: Andrew Counceller

▪ Location: IUPUC

▪ Materials: Steel

▪ Size: 5 feet

▪ Installed: 2013

▪ Status: Permanent

Andrew Conceller is a local business owner and property developer who 

along with his graduating MBA class donated this sculpture to IUPUC. 
Councellor designed and fabricated the work. 
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Bravo Cohort

Artist: Andrew Counceller

Installed: 2013



Yellowwood Coral
Artist: Lucy Slivinski

▪ Location: Bartholomew County Recycling Facility

▪ Materials: Bicycle frames and scrap metal

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 2006
▪ Status: Permanent

The name was inspired by fungal formations seen by the Chicago artist while 

she was hiking in the Yellowwood forest near Columbus. Slivinski assembled 

the creation on the City Hall lawn but it was not well liked by Mayor Armstrong 

and much of the public and eventually was banished to a special area at the 

recycling center. The work was originally part of the 2006 Sculptural 

Invitational but is now a permanent piece. Lucy Slivinski got her Master of Fine 

Arts degree at Cranbook in 1984. This work has since been donated to the city 
by the artist. 
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Yellowwood Coral

Artist: Lucy Slivinski

Installed: 2006 



Tree of Life
Artist: Alexander Girard

▪ Location: North Christian Church

▪ Materials: Fabric

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1964
▪ Status: Permanent

A fabric tapestry designed for North Christian church. It has been recently 

preserved and encased in a protective plexiglass frame. Alexander Girard was 

an internationally known textile and graphic artist especially noted for his 

interior design work. Besides this and other work at North Christian Church he 

designed the interior of the Miller House in Columbus, both buildings designed 

by Eero Saarinen. Girard’s style is boldly colorful providing a rich extra 
dimension to the modernist architecture it inhabits. 
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Tree of Life

Artist: Alexander Girard

Installed: 1964 



The Family
Artist: Harris Barron

▪ Location: Parkside Elementary School courtyard

▪ Materials: Granite

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1962
▪ Status: Permanent

This sculpture consists of 3 angular, abstract figures representing a Father, 
Mother and Child. 
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The Family

Artist: Harris Barron

Installed: 1962 



Horses
Artist: Constantino Nivola

▪ Location: Richards Elementary School

▪ Materials: Fiberglass

▪ Size: 

▪ Installed: 1965

▪ Status: Three surviving horses were refurbished and are on display inside 
Richards Elementary.

Twelve abstract black, brown and white miniature fiberglass horses were originally 
surrounding an ash tree like a merry-go-round at W. D. Richards Elementary School 
playground. The sculpture designed by Constantino Nivola was donated by Xenia and 
J. Irwin Miller, who often made donations of artwork to new schools that wouldn’t 
have otherwise been possible in the normal school building budgets. Unfortunately, 
they were all removed from the playground at some point as they were not holding 
up well. There are only a few survivors three of which were recently refurbished and 
put on display inside the school, the whereabouts of the others are currently 
unknown.
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Horses

Artist: Constantino Nivola

Installed: 1965 



Memorial Artillery
Artist: Ric Bauer

▪ Location: outside Donner Center

▪ Materials: Steel

▪ Size:

▪ Installed: 1980

▪ Status: Permanent

This sculpture of black painted steel was meant to be an abstract version of a 

military cannon which used to be a common fixture in city parks like this one. 

Ric Bauer was a 1971 graduate of Columbus North High School after moving 

to Columbus from Connersville in his Senior year. He also did the sculpture in 
Mill Race Park called “Skopos”. Bauer now lives in Florida. Ric Bauer created 
this when he was the Columbus Parks and Recreation Department's first sculptor in 
residence in the late 1970s.
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Memorial Artillery

Artist: Ric Bauer

Installed: 1980 


