
Exhibit Columbus

Columbus’ most significant architectural investments have been made in schools, 
libraries, parks, civic amenities, health care facilities, and affordable housing. 
This remarkable design heritage remains a reflection of Columbus’ investment in 
design excellence, providing an ideal environment to explore how architecture, 
art, and design can improve people’s lives and make cities stronger. 

As a source of inspiration for the 2018–19 cycle of programming, Exhibit 
Columbus looked to the 1986 exhibition Good Design in the Community: 
Columbus, Indiana created by the National Building Museum when local 
businessman and philanthropist J. Irwin Miller became the first living American 
inducted into their Hall of Fame. It honored the Miller family’s legacy of servant 
leadership and the entire city’s commitment to make Columbus the best 
community of its size. When profiled by the Washington Post that year, Mr. Miller 
chose to emphasize the community’s process and involvement in building, rather 
than the architecture itself, as a source of his hometown pride:  
 
“Architecture is something you can see. You cannot see a spirit or a temperament 
or a character, though, and there is an invisible part of this community of which I 
am very proud because, in a democracy, I think that the process is more important 
than the product.”  
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Elaborating on the connection between the built environment and the intangible 
culture that Mr. Miller described, Exhibit Columbus will focus on a thematic 
concept that explores the idea of “good design in the community” and what it 
means today. 
 
The 2018 symposium, Design, Community, and Progressive Preservation, will 
investigate how architecture, art, and design are being used to make people and 
cities stronger today, and how progressive approaches to preservation are 
incorporating modern heritage into sustainable futures.  

The 2019 exhibition expands on these ideas in a tangible way by inviting 
architects, artists, and designers to create outdoor installations and experiences 
that use Columbus’ built heritage as inspiration and context, while highlighting 
the role that a visionary community plays in growing a vibrant, sustainable, and 
equitable city.  
 
 
 


